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Our Story

2019 Beneficiaries

Welcome to the 25th annual West Seattle Garden Tour! In celebration of this
special anniversary, we are proud to offer nine unique gardens which span the history of
West Seattle itself. Explore the park-like splendor of an estate garden begun by one of
Seattle's pioneer families. Visit a series of lovely gardens enhancing a historic log-built
home. Enjoy a mid-century xeriscape, a charming oasis with vibrant tropicals, and
discover ever so many more hidden horticultural treasures throughout West Seattle.All
provide a delight for the senses. Reflecting different eras, gardening styles and gardener
personalities, there is sure to be something to delight each visitor.

Each year West Seattle Garden Tour, a 501(c)(3) organization, seeks out other nonprofits whose goals fit our mission—to promote horticultural-based interests,
educational projects, and arts programs—within West Seattle and neighboring
communities. This year West Seattle Garden Tour has set its sights on raising $25,250
for six exciting projects. Your purchase of garden tour and raffle tickets, along with the
generous support of our sponsors, will make that goal possible.

But West Seattle Garden
Tour aims to do more
than delight.

Since 1994, we have focused
on growing community by
sharing the physical beauty
of our neighborhoods and
have distributed over
$400,000 to non-profit
organizations who do
important work in our area.
All this is accomplished by
our small 501(c)(3) nonprofit, staffed entirely by volunteers. Guided by our mission to support the arts,
horticulture and education, we have funded projects ranging from schoolyard gardens to
historic mural restorations to 25 years of support for theatre education at ArtsWest,
among many other projects. Our committee focuses the generosity of sponsors,
gardeners, donors, and WSGT volunteers to further the work of local non-profits.
Thank you for joining us today and supporting our wonderful beneficiaries through your
ticket book and raffle ticket purchases. We are proud to feature the work of our
beneficiaries and their projects on pages 3-11. And please stop by their tables to learn
more as you visit the gardens.
We invite you to find other ways to contribute by becoming involved yourself. Find more
information on page 19 or by visiting westseattlegardentour.org.

Gatewood Elementary PTA
The Gatewood Elementary PTA serves a diverse West Seattle school with more
than 400 students. The playground renovation project aims to provide a richer, more
usable play environment as well as more durable surfaces for ball play and allweather areas for walking, running and biking. Additionally, an ADA-accessible path
and play area will make for a more inclusive recreation experience for all, and natural
areas provide much-needed shade, respite and nature-based exploration. The school
garden, cared for by students under the guidance of a lead teacher, is used by
teachers for science lessons, after school clubs, the on-site preschool and servicelearning projects.
West Seattle Garden Tour will fund an outdoor classroom seating area with shade
trees, shrubs, flowers and other landscaping to complete the landscape plan.

Thank you again—we hope you enjoy the tour!
Photo by Nancy Wilcox
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Learn more at gatewoodplayfield.org
2019 West Seattle Garden Tour
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2019 Beneficiaries

ARTSWEST

City Fruit

ArtsWest produces artistic events that provoke conversation, incite the imagination
and use live theater as a powerful agent of change. Located in the heart of West Seattle,
ArtsWest is a destination for artistic events including plays, musicals, education
programs and gallery exhibits. Working with top artists in the field to produce highquality contemporary and classic work, ArtsWest brings new perspectives and
experiences to a wide community. West Seattle Garden Tour continues to support
regular education programs like First Look and StageNotes, and has stepped up to
support emerging education programming, such as Crossroads.
West Seattle Garden Tour was originally founded in 1994 to fund ArtsWest. As the tour
has evolved over the years to support a variety of community organizations promoting
horticulture, education and the arts, ArtsWest remains as the tour’s legacy beneficiary.

Learn more at artswest.org

4

2019 West Seattle Garden Tour

Seattle has one of the most extensive networks of urban fruit trees in the country.
City Fruit puts these trees to their best and fullest use so that everyone in our
community shares in the value of fruit. The Harvest program is their keystone
program. Each year they harvest tens of thousands of pounds of fruit, sharing the vast
majority of it with more than 50 food banks and community partners across the city.
As West Seattle represents one of their strongest neighborhoods, this grant presents
an exciting opportunity to launch a prototype of their new program – Community
Harvest – to deepen community engagement, expand service opportunities, and
increase educational opportunities for West Seattle neighbors!

Learn more at cityfruit.org

2019 West Seattle Garden Tour
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2019 Beneficiaries

West Seattle Bee Garden
The West Seattle Bee Garden (WSBG) serves as a space where all visitors are
welcome to come visit the bees, learn about the role of pollinators in the health of
plants and our food supply, and enjoy the surrounding pollination garden, P-Patch,
adjacent park and playground. The WSBG resides in the High Point neighborhood and
is part of the High Point Commons P-Patch–where a significant number of residents
and P-Patch gardeners are refugees from Somalia, Vietnam and Cambodia.
This year, West Seattle Garden Tour’s funding will help maintain the WSBG enclosure
and surrounding pollination garden, continue their educational programming, and
provide pollinator curriculum and educational kits to educators and schools
throughout Seattle.

Learn more at westseattlebeegarden.com
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2019 Beneficiaries

THE

social
butterfly

who made
new friends
since moving into
Aegis of West Seattle.
We offer assistance
so you can continue
to live your life
to the fullest.
NEVER STOP
BEING YOU

LUXURY
ASSISTED LIVING
& MEMORY CARE
We care for your loved one as
if they were a member of our
own family. Where days are
filled with indulgent amenities,
unexpected activities, local
excursions, lots of laughter,
food, new friends, and so much
more. We offer compassionate
care to make life easier.

Come see for yourself!
Call to take a tour and meet our
compassionate care staff.

206-436-0500
Email: WestSeattle@aegisliving.com | Online: www.aegisofwestseattle.com
4700 SW Admiral Way, Seattle, WA
8

2019 West Seattle Garden Tour

Fauntleroy Watershed Council
The Fauntleroy Watershed Council works to restore Fauntleroy Creek, Fauntleroy
Park and the nearshore habitat in Fauntleroy Cove in West Seattle. It initiates and
monitors restoration and stewardship projects and educates the community about best
environmental practices. A six- year, grant-funded restoration of the Kilbourne ravine
has been improving water quality in the middle reach of the creek, reclaiming wildlife
habitat, and stopping the spread of invasive plant species into the neighborhood.
West Seattle Garden Tour funds will provide for a new native plant pocket park with an
interpretive sign at the public vantage point into the ravine. Nature-oriented students at
Taproot School will engage in the project. In addition, funding will help continue
maintenance of the native plantings in the ravine after the restoration grant ends in
December 2019.

Learn more at fauntleroywatershed.org

2019 West Seattle Garden Tour
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2019 Beneficiaries

Garden Tour
Special
Buy two bunches of
Gladiolus and get the
third bunch free!

Proud Sponsor
of the West Seattle
Garden Tour
Cashiers please ring
ring as
asaastore
storecoupon.
coupon.
Cashiers
One
Per customer.
Customer.Do
Donot
notduplicate.
Duplicate.
Expires:
7/31/2018
OneCoupon
coupon per
Expires
7/31/2019
westseattlethriftway.com
westseattlethriftway.com
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Community Orchard
of West Seattle
The Community Orchard of West Seattle is an all-volunteer organization that
provides a home-scale model and venue to demonstrate sustainable and organic food
growing methods along with permaculture principles. The Orchard occupies green
space at the north end of the South Seattle College campus. They welcome the
community to visit their 1/8 acre site, planted thickly with 45 fruit trees and an
espaliered garden with 35 apple varieties.
West Seattle Garden Tour funding will provide for the design and construction of a
new central, safe and accessible main entry area into the Orchard. Students and
faculty of the South Seattle College welding and horticulture departments will lend
their labor and expertise.
Learn more at fruitinwestseattle.org
2019 West Seattle Garden Tour

11

2019 Sponsors

2019 Sponsors

We would like to thank our sponsors who have generously made both financial
and in-kind contributions in support of this year’s tour.

Bronze Sponsors

Platinum Sponsors

SHARI KRUSE

THE JOHNSONS

Gold Sponsors

STOR-MORE
S T O R A G E

S E L F

W E S T

S E A T T L E

G.E. • AMANA • MAYTAG • WHIRLPOOL • DACOR • FRIGIDAIRE • KITCHENAID

Serving Seattle Since 1960,
and Supporting the West Seattle Garden Tour for 20 Years!

WISEMAN
APPLIANCE

2619 California Ave. SW • Seattle, WA 98116 • 206-937-7400

Silver Sponsors

Supporters

Friends

Alki Lumber & Hardware Co.
Brooke/Wanless Gardens
Garden Coaching Solutions
Jan Clow
Menashe & Sons Jewelers
Metropolitan Market
Michael Oxman, The Tree Doctor
Nancy Wilcox Photography
Ventana Construction
West Seattle Internet

Gangon Insurance Agency, Inc.
Hunt Jackson PLLC
Walt's Organic Fertilizer

Budget Blinds Teal Blue
2178 U
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Garden Tour Raffle

Enter to win! Enter often! Tickets are only $5 each.

Jan Clow
Planted Containers (4)
$125 each

Menashe & Sons Jewelers
Russian Amber 32”
Necklace • $300

Flower to the 2nd Power
Glass Flower Garden Art (2)
$75, $100

Avalon Glassworks
Glass Floats Arrangement
$165

Elaine Alhadeff
Painted Rocks
(1 large ,3 small) • $65

Flickinger Art & Design
Watercolor Tea Towel
One set of 2 • $36 set

Raffle tickets will be available for purchase at Gardens B, E, and H.

Enter as many times as you wish —
proceeds support our 2019 beneficiaries!
Village Woodworks
Metal Plant Basket $58

Flower Lab
Gift Card $50

AW Pottery
Set of Concrete Planters $170

ArtsWest Playhouse and Gallery
Pair tickets (2) $80 pair

Alki Bike and Board
Bike Repair $150

Blowing Sands Glass Studio
Glass Pumpkin $48

Admiral Bird
Gift Card & Mug $20

Jan Clow
Planted Containers (4) $125 each

Burien Bark
Gift Certificate $120

Flower to the 2nd Power
Glass Flower Garden Art (2) $75,$100

Budget Blinds
Gift Card (2) $125

Elaine Alhadeff
Painted Rocks (1 large ,3 small) $65

Gini Johnson - Windermere
Gardener’s Delight Basket $200

Menashe & Sons Jewelers
Russian Amber 32” Necklace $300

Green is Groovy Seattle
Bag, Scarf, Journal Covers (3) $101

Avalon Glassworks
Glass Floats Arrangement $165

Pam Jensen
Psychic Reading $130

Flickinger Art & Design
Watercolor Tea Towel Set (2) $36 set
Watercolor Notecard sets (5) $25 set

Pagliacci Pizza
Gift Card $50
Tram’s Salon
Gift Card $25
WEdesign
Design Consultation $250
Walt’s Organic Fertilizer
Gift Certificate (2) $50
Garden Coaching Solutions
2-Hour Consultation $100

Jesse Kelly
Glass Flower
$56

Michael Oxman
Japanese Maples (3)
$165 each

West Seattle Thriftway
Mariners Gift Basket
$500

Photos are for illustration purposes only. Prizes will vary by size, shape, and color.
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Bedrock Industries
Hanging Glass Art $26
Chimacum Woods
Specimen Rhododendron $40

Jesse Kelly
Glass Flower $56
Michael Oxman
Japanese Maples (3 ) $165 each
West Seattle Thriftway
Mariners Gift Basket $500
Swedish Automotive
Gift certificate (2) $100
Iseli Nursery
50 assorted varieties of conifers
(full listing at Garden F)
Claudia Kelly
Silk Scarf $25
2019 West Seattle Garden Tour

15

Silent Art Auction
Each year, the West Seattle Garden Tour provides an opportunity for one talented
artist to showcase her or his original artwork on tour marketing materials and take
home a $500 cash prize. We are pleased to share with you the winner of the 2019 art
competition – Sheila Lengle – for her piece entitled ‘Garden Girl in Red Shades.’ This
work will be on display at Garden E (4159 SW Orchard Street) and will be auctioned to
benefit West Seattle Garden Tour’s 2019 beneficiaries.
Artist Statement

I’ve always had careers
that allowed and
nurtured my creative
side, although it wasn’t
until health issues
forced my early
retirement in 2011
that I found my mojo,
fire, and passion for
painting. I embraced
Nike’s famous adage,
“Just Do It.” I’ve never
taken an art lesson or
‘Garden Girl in Red Shades’ (30” wide x 20” high; acrylic)
studied with anyone.
I’ve used acrylic house
paint samples or leftovers, and make-up brushes from China to paint with. By not
knowing or having to go by “the rules” I don’t worry about doing anything wrong – I just
contentedly paint. When asked about my style and technique, with tongue-in-cheek, I
answer that my work is a combination of coloring book and paint-by-number art.
I just absolutely love, love, love painting...creating shapes and using incongruous color
combinations with the goal of making me, and anyone who sees my work, happy. I have
unbridled freedom to paint whatever I want, however I want, with whatever I want. I
am an UNRULY ARTIST.
Artist Bio

Sheila Lengle is best known for her exuberant, color-infused paintings. Working
primarily in acrylics, her creations are often whimsical, playful and exhibit a vibrant
joie-de-vivre. Sheila, a long-time resident of West Seattle, was also the winning artist in
WSGT’s 2012 call for artists.
lengleart.com
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General Information
Garden Tour Etiquette

Please observe proper garden etiquette while touring the gardens:
Stay on paths and be careful not to step on bordering plants.
Do not collect any plant material without the gardener’s permission.
Do not bring pets to the gardens. Service animals are permitted.
Please attend young children closely.
Garden tour hours are strictly 9am to 5pm on Sunday, June 23, 2019.
Restrooms

These local businesses welcome garden tour visitors to use their restrooms.
They are also great places to find lunch and other refreshments.
Metropolitan Market – 2320 42nd Ave SW (Admiral District)
QFC – 4550 42nd Ave SW (Alaska Junction)
Caffe Ladro – 7011 California Ave SW (south of Morgan Junction)
QFC – 2500 SW Barton St (Westwood Village)

HOMEMADE DINNERS
WITHOUT THE STRESS
Try an
Intro Offer
Today!
4701 41st Ave. SW
Seattle, WA
(206) 938-5999
dreamdinners.com
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Lunch

West Seattle is chock full of great eateries, but especially in:
Admiral District – start at SW Admiral Way & California Ave SW
Alaska Junction – start at SW Alaska St & California Ave SW
Morgan Junction – start at SW Morgan St & California Ave SW
Westwood Village – enter from SW Trenton St or SW Barton St, between 25th Ave
SW and 29th Ave SW
Our Gratitude

We would like to acknowledge those who make this day possible:
Irene Stewart, who ignited the West Seattle Garden Tour flame in 1994.
Sponsors and donors who have supported fundraising efforts.
The generous gardeners who open their gardens to 800+ visitors.
The dedicated volunteers who make the tour possible every year.
The West Seattle Garden Tour Committee whose members work year-round to
make this day happen and raise funds for our beneficiaries.
You, dear visitor, for attending the tour!

2019 West Seattle Garden Tour
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Get Involved

Like what you see on the garden tour? Be a part of our success!

Join the Committee!

Nominate a Garden

You don’t have to be a gardener to join
West Seattle Garden Tour’s planning
committee. Learn about opportunities to
contribute by going to our website.

Do you know a wonderful garden that
would be a hit on next year’s tour? Tell us
about it, and we’ll come take a look!
gardens@westseattlegardentour.org

westseattlegardentour.org/membership

Volunteer

Celebrating 16 yees
in West Seattle

Can’t commit to the committee yearround, but want to help out on the day of
the tour? Email us to find out what you
can do.

Submit Your Artwork

Calling all artists! Email us to find out
when and how you can submit your
artwork to be considered for the 2020
tour’s poster and ticket book.
art@westseattlegardentour.org

volunteer@westseattlegardentour.org

WEST SEATTLE

SECURE | SPOTLESS | SERVICE

www.stormore.net
206-933-8200

2850 SW Yancy St. Seattle,WA 98126
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Video Production
Creative Services
Copy Writing
Editorial
TV Commercials
Radio Commercials
Corporate Videos
Corpo
Green Screen
Drone Photography
BluePlateDigital.com
206.388.0174

Sponsor

About half of the funds we provide to our
beneficiaries every year come from local
businesses—they are absolutely critical
to our mission. If you’d like to support
West Seattle Garden Tour, and in turn
support other worthy local non-profits,
please email us to request a sponsorship
kit.
sponsorship@westseattlegardentour.org

Donate

West Seattle Garden Tour is a 501(c)(3)
organization. Your donation supports
our beneficiaries and is tax-deductible.

Refer a Local Beneficiary

We’re always looking for local non-profit
organizations that could use a little
financial support for their important
work. Refer horticultural, educational or
artistic 501(c)(3) organizations to us or
request a grant application.
beneficiaries@westseattlegardentour.org

Join Us Online

Like us on Facebook to keep up on garden
tour news, follow us on Instagram to
enjoy inspiring garden photos all year
long, and read our blog for tips from our
committee members and other guest
writers.

westseattlegardentour.org/donate
facebook.com/westseattlegardentour
instagram.com/westseattlegardentour
westseattlegardentour.org/blog

4025 Delridge Way SW #570
Seaale, WA 98106
2019 West Seattle Garden Tour

21

Beautiful Gardens Start Here...

In Memoriam

Sandra Kay Beaucage 1943-2018
Despite a successful garden tour in 2018,
our hearts were broken early on as we said
goodbye to longtime West Seattle Garden
Tour committee member and volunteer,
Sandra Kay Beaucage (known as Sandy), as
she lost her battle against liver cancer.
With Sandy's infectious schoolgirl laughter
and willingness to serve her community
whether it was as a director on the
Duwamish Tribal Services board, a
counselor for the Girl Scouts at Camp Long,
or serving on the Events Committee with
the West Seattle Garden Tour, she is a
treasured memory and sadly missed.
Her love of animals and nature influenced
her life, family, and all those around her. We
are grateful that her husband Beau,
daughter Michele Karnes, son David
Beaucage and their families shared her
with us.
She had massive affection for black crows,
and it seems appropriate to end with a quote
from the Beatles song Blackbird:

$$5

5

OFF

This coupon entitles you to $5 off
This coupon entitles you to $5 off
any purchase of $25 or more.
any purchase of $25 or more.
ExpiresAugust
August31,
31,2018
2019
Expires

"Blackbird singing in the dead of night
Take these broken wings and learn to fly
All your life
You were only waiting for this moment to arise"
Fly on our dear Sandy. Fly on.
Laird Applegate, WSGT President

5275 California Ave SW • 206-935-9276
www.westseattlenursery.com

22

2019 West Seattle Garden Tour

2019 West Seattle Garden Tour

23

Garden Tour Map North

Garden Tour Map South

A
G
E

F

B

H

C

Garden Locations
A 1534 45th Avenue SW 

Restrooms
Metropolitan Market:
2320 42nd Ave SW
(Admiral District)
QFC: 4550 42nd Ave SW
(Alaska Junction)
Caffe Ladro: 7011 California Ave SW
(south of Morgan Junction)
QFC: 2500 SW Barton St
(Westwood Village)
24
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B *2715 Belvidere Ave SW 
C 4115 45th Avenue SW 
D 5242 37th Avenue SW 
E 4159 SW Orchard Street 

D

F 3805 SW Orchard St 
G 6549 Beach Drive SW 

I

H 9345 Fauntleroy Way SW 
I 4008 SW Arroyo Court 
*driving directions

2019 West Seattle Garden Tour
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The grass is
greener at
HomeStreet Bank.
Come grow your business with us!
West Seattle Branch 206.933.3091
4022 SW Alaska St, Seattle, WA 98116
Mon–Fri 9am–6pm; Sat 10am–1pm

A

It's Personal
Priscilla Knoble

1534 45th Avenue SW

Wheelchair accessible

An old house in need of a new life. A
creative spirit who loves a project. A
garden waiting to be created. All of these
came together over two years, creating
a highly personal home and garden on a
generous corner lot.

The raised patio in front is a clever
stand-in for a more traditional porch,
allowing for ample plantings that will
create privacy over time.
Enter the main garden through a side
gate where several garden rooms
present themselves – most notably,
every gardener’s dream – a greenhouse
sitting at the end of a small swath of
grass. Charming and eclectic, Priscilla’s
design includes windows recycled from
the renovation and other salvaged
materials. A cozy seating area to the
right of the greenhouse features a grape
arbor, potted citrus trees, raspberries,
scarlet runner beans, and a view of the
gardens and house. To the left of the
greenhouse, find raised vegetable boxes,
trellises for tomatoes, a plum tree, and an espaliered pear on the former garage.

I love my customers’
trees as much as they do.
Maybe more.
Jose Rivas champions the trees,
landscapes and property investments
of the customers in his care. And he’s one
of the many reasons we’ve become the
premier scientific tree and shrub care
company in the world.

Priscilla’s knack for design and ingenious use of unusual, give-it-a-second-life materials
are evident throughout the garden. Notice birdhouses perched atop old porch
columns, a rusty water pump, and an ancient wooden wheelbarrow.

425-481-6529 | bartlett.com

A ‘retreat garden’ on the south side of the house is perfectly placed for a shady
afternoon nap.

EVERY TREE NEEDS A CHAMPION.
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JOSE RIVAS
Arborist and
Bartlett Champion

Only two years in the making, every aspect and plant is still a candidate for change. As
Priscilla says, “This is a user garden, not ornamental or for show. I made it exactly how I
like to use it and be in it; every space has purpose”.

2019 West Seattle Garden Tour
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Present this coupon for

any Floral Department purchase
Valid 6/23-6/30/19 at Admiral location ONLY.
One coupon per household.

2320 42nd Avenue SW, West Seattle

Michael Oxman
Professional Tree Surgeon
(206) 949 8733
www.treedr.com
ISA Certified Arborist PN-0756A

PROUD TO SPONSOR THE WEST SEATTLE GARDEN TOUR!

206.938.8685

206.257.5344

7901 35th Avenue SW

7501 35th Avenue SW

swedishauto.com

westseattleautoworks.com

B

A Century of Elegance

Curt and Paula Green Driving address - 2715 Belvidere Avenue
SW. (Front of house is at 2711 37th Avenue SW, but do not enter
on 37th)

Enter garden directly across from 2715 Belvidere Avenue SW.
Garden is wheelchair accessible; exit to 37th has stairs.

Covered with lavender blooms,
a lush and sprawling potato vine
(Solanum laxum) commands your
attention as you approach the entrance
to this garden from Belvidere Avenue.
Step through the gate and under a
graceful, spreading apricot tree.
Thought to be past its peak of
fruitfulness when the Greens bought
their home in 1985, it continues to
produce fruit. On the right, its dappled
shade shelters rhododendrons,
Japanese andromeda (Pieris japonica),
clematis, camellias, and several ground
cover plantings. On the left, look for a
textural mix of spiky crocosmia leaves,
arching raspberries and dwarf boxwood.

A curving walk leads to the 100-year-old
home, designed by a noted architect of
the time, Arthur Loveless. This stately
home is framed with a layered, artful mix
of color and form, trees and shrubs, both
evergreen and deciduous, creating
structure and year-round interest.
As the house and pool come into view, pass a dwarf eastern white pine and notice the
gold-green leaves of a towering gingko tree with deep burgundy Aeonium arboreum
‘General Schwarzkopf’ at its feet. The north side of the pool is a vibrant mix of Fatsia
japonica, clematis, climbing roses, dahlias, and palm trees.
Over time, older plantings have been replaced to enhance privacy along the north and
south fence lines. Rhododendrons, camellias, stewartia, mountain laurel, dogwood,
and several Japanese maples now reach upwards while an understory mix of hosta,
Acanthus mollis and varied ground covers create a tapestry of color and texture below.
Continue to the end of the pool and through a gate to exit the garden where you will
find Japanese maple, a fence-hugging climbing hydrangea and a clever containment
solution for bamboo.
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C

The Artist’s Garden
Sherry Trask

4115 45th Avenue SW

Front garden is accessible, gravel and mixed stone pathways;
2 steps down into rear garden

A bright turquoise gate with shades

remodels • custom homes

206•932•3009

www.ventanabuilds.com

of sea and sky blue is your invitation into
the garden. Quirky embellishments
decorate the entrance and lend clues to
what lies ahead in this eclectic garden.
Sherry came to West Seattle after the
loss of her husband and a lifetime of
gardening in California. She moved into
her new home with two hunting dogs, a
few large pots and a new gardening
opportunity at hand.
Creating inviting garden spaces for
people and dogs, yet adding interest and
practicality for both, was an exciting
challenge for this artist and former
teacher. The front courtyard garden
features a rich tapestry of hardscaping,
garden art interwoven with the color
and textures of fixed and movable
plantings, and many elements found on
the streets of West Seattle.
An espaliered apple anchors the north
fence and a gravel path leads around the
house to Sherry’s favorite place in the
garden -- a deck with gently burbling
water and a peek view of Puget Sound. A
once struggling potted Japanese maple
brought from California is now planted
just beyond the deck and in Sherry’s telling, “is the star in my back yard.” A wonderful
mix of dwarf conifers, broadleaf shrubs, and two well-placed arborvitae soften the
fences and deck. Meandering paths of mixed materials, colors, and textures are
repeated here too with great success, creating a very inviting backyard garden that you
won’t want to leave!

30

2019 West Seattle Garden Tour

2019 West Seattle Garden Tour

31

D

Passionate about
Rhododendrons
Gwen Bell

5242 37th Avenue SW

Front garden is accessible from the driveway (narrow pathway);
rear garden has sloping pathways, some steps
Open, arching Japanese maples rise

above moss-covered rocks and the city
sidewalk. As you step up from the walk, a
Japanese stone cat peeks out from a
rhododendron to your left and a friendly
blue turtle welcomes you into the garden.
Turning right, a gravel path leads you past
small rhododendrons, ferns, Brunnera,
pots of hostas, small azaleas, a stone basin
for birds and a garden bench watched
over by Sammy the frog. A bit further
along you will meet ‘Dame Nellie Melba’, a
graceful hybrid rhododendron planted in
1962, standing tall at over fifteen feet.
After admiring the grandeur of ‘Dame
Nellie’, continue left into a small circular
courtyard and right through the lattice
gate leading to a gentle slope of layered
plantings. Japanese maple, mountain
laurel (Kalmia), potted shrubs, magnolia,
dogwood, stewartia, and one-of a-kind
garden sculptures and art mix in quietly
with the plantings.
The rhododendrons – have you noticed
them, large and small, right and left?
There is a story behind every one. Gwen’s passion for rhododendrons has taken her
around the world to China, Japan, New Zealand, England, even trekking up the slopes
of Mt. Kanchenjunga in Sikkim to see these plants in their native habitats.
After moving to Seattle from southern California, a walk through her mother-in-law’s
garden, abloom with rhododendrons, inspired a life-long passion. Gwen finds
inspiration in local gardens, books, and plant breeding associations. Now in her 90’s,
Gwen’s garden has changed many times over the years and she now shares her garden
with daughter-in-law, Ikumi, who lends her own artistic hand in the garden.

32

2019 West Seattle Garden Tour

2019 West Seattle Garden Tour

33

NANCY
WILCOX
GARDEN PHOTOGRAPHY
PHOTO BOOKS

(808) 341-1573
nancywilcox11@gmail.com

deepdishcreative
websites | graphic design | email | social

deepdishcreative.com

Follow us online!
facebook.com/westseattlegardentour
instagram.com/westseattlegardentour
westseattlegardentour.org/blog
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Bountiful Borders
Patti McCall

4159 SW Orchard Street

Park on SW Orchard or California Ave. SW; driveway entrance on SW
Orchard. Not wheelchair accessible; gravel and flagstone pathways;
some steps.

A gently sloping driveway leads to this

historic West Seattle property, hidden
away among tall trees on a little knob of
hilltop overlooking Puget Sound. Patti’s
goal in 2000 was to restore a sense of
verdancy and connection in the landscape
– reclaiming it from blackberry and patchy
grass to a garden for all seasons.
At the top of the driveway the original
log-built home (rumored to have once
been a hunting lodge) comes into view.
Begin the tour to the left up a short set of
steps to a three-family vegetable garden
or walk ahead to a basalt column nestled in
a cloud of fennel into the cutting garden.
Witch hazel (Hamamelis) adds height and
structure above a vibrant tapestry of iris,
delphinium, alliums, roses, campanula, and
lilies. Airy stems of scarlet and orange
geum mingle with deep blue tradescantia
and nodding columbine. Basalt basins
catch gently running water.
A cedar fence marks the transition from cutting to patio garden. Look left for Harry
Lauder’s walking stick (Corylus avellana ‘Contorta’), an eight-foot tree peony and
Edgeworthia ‘Nanking.’ Conifers at the southern patio edge provide afternoon shade for
summer sitting. Pale blue ceanothus and wisteria soften stone walls. Mugo pine, pots of
summer annuals and roses surround the flagstone patio.
Continue north from the patio under the rose arbor into a shade garden, where Rosa
glauca, rhododendron, and eastern white pine are prominent players. Salvia guaranitica
and fuchsias fill in the edges. A second patio surrounded by ferns, hostas, fuchsias, and
seasonal pops of color is ahead.
Exit passing under a chocolate vine (Akebia quinate) into another shade garden. Three
beautiful Japanese snowbell (Styrax japonica) underplanted with astilbe, ferns, dwarf
evergreens, and hostas come into view. A few steps ahead is Patti’s favorite spot – where
you will want to stop, look and listen.
2019 West Seattle Garden Tour
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elegant healthy pruning of small trees, shrubs, vines
fine gardening
consultation / instruction
ISA Certified Arborist
206.938.5675 / gardens @ drizzle.com

“ I’m thrilled … I wish I was this happy with all my decisions!”
- client testimony
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A Nurseryman’s Garden
Bill Hibler and Cathy Gorrell

3805 SW Orchard St

Not wheelchair accessible; some steps; flagstone pathways

This is the story of a plant collector
who works at a nursery – who can select
any plants he wants for his garden.

Featured in our 2009 tour, the garden
then was primarily a shade garden. Three
weeks after the tour, the first rain of
summer brought down two large big leaf
maples , resulting in additional sunlight
and a rethinking of what the garden
might be. More impetus for change came
two years later with a new job for Bill at
the West Seattle Nursery and a
discovered interest in Japanese maples
and dwarf and miniature conifers.

Brighten up with a beautiful new look
and the best warranty out there.
We’re your local neighbourhood experts and we’re backed by North
America’s #1 provider of custom window coverings. We do it all for
you — design, measure and install — because we think everyone, at
every budget, deserves style, service, and the peace-of-mind of the
best warranty in the business.

Visit Our Showroom at
3518 SW Genesee St.

(206) 932-2655

Locally Owned and Operated
by Parrish and Kendra Hammer

Call now for your free consultation at home!
©2018 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC and a
Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated.
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Bill and Cathy’s garden now resembles
an arboretum, with more than 700
varieties of plants, running water, areas
of sun and shade along with the
challenges of a steep hillside.
Of the more than 200 conifers and over
100 maples, dozens appear in the
street-side garden, along with
herbaceous perennials and blueberries.
A flagstone path and steps takes you to a
small terrace with over 30 conifers and
maples. The terrace garden leads to the back yard and hillside gardens featuring more
conifers, maples, hostas, ferns (over 80 varieties), a lovely waterfall, NW native plants,
and unique collectors’ plants.
The development of the slope in the southeast portion of the back yard has given Bill
and Cathy the joy and challenge of finding a location for each new plant, providing a
pleasing aesthetic while showcasing the plant itself. Acquiring plants and finding the
best location means the garden is in a constant state of growth and change.
As active members in the Maple and American Conifer Societies, Bill and Cathy
continue to build their collection, obtaining plants from other collectors all over the US.
2019 West Seattle Garden Tour
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Serving the community since 1997.
DSL and dialup Internet • Web Hosting and design
Spam and virus filters • Local service and support
24/7 telephone tech support • and much more...
Pay by check, credit card - even cash!
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Call Bill Hibler
at 206.465.4397
isp@w es t se at t leint er ne t . com
w es t se at t leint er ne t . com

Injured on
the Job?
PINN can help.
Industrial Rehabilitation Experts
We Return People

Back to Work!
Back to Life!

PINN Kent 253-395-1131

22415 68th Ave. South | Kent, WA 98032

PINN Seattle 206-971-7466

5959 Corson Ave. South | Seattle, WA 98108

PINNRehab.com
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A Family Garden
Kyle Winslow & Michael Laube

6549 Beach Drive SW

Park on Beach Drive and walk down the driveway. Main garden is
wheelchair accessible; vegetable garden has steps

A walk down a communal driveway

leads you to this lovely garden. Mature
crabapple and paperbark maple trees
flank the front entry walk, while
hydrangea, Japanese forest grass
(Hakonechloa macra), ferns, hostas,
mondo grass, and Mahonia bealei frame
the front of the house. Large pots of
banana and phormium create a tropical
transition to a portico and restful
courtyard garden. A stream terminates
in a pool surrounded with lush cool
green plantings. Taking inspiration from
private courtyard gardens she
encountered during a stay in Hangzhou,
China, Kyle has created a similar
environment of serenity. Seattle’s mild
marine climate, along with the
microclimate between house and
garage, allow many tropicals to thrive
here. It is her favorite place – just one of
several distinct garden spaces.
Continue through the courtyard garden
to the waterfront borders where many
original plantings are slowly being
replaced to reflect changing climate
conditions. Look for heat-loving grasses,
native rugosa roses, and towering phormium. You will also find edibles here. Grapes
climb an arbor. Tomato vines, wind-pollinated and hybridized by Kyle and Michael’s son
Spencer, are trained upwards.
Returning to the entry point, make your way up stone steps set between rosemary and
pots of succulents to a well-designed fruit and vegetable garden, created on the site of
the original house. Spencer, who starts seeds (many saved from previous years) for
tomatoes, spicy peppers, cucumbers, beans, and more, is the guiding hand here. This
spot is a ready source for daily meals, jams, flowers, wreaths, and more importantly,
shows the spirit of a true family garden.
2019 West Seattle Garden Tour
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Gardens with History
Maryanne Tagney and David Jones

9345 Fauntleroy Way SW

Mostly wheelchair accessible; gravel pathways in kitchen garden;
some steps on westside of house

This historic two-and-a-half acre property
is the former estate of Seattle pioneers
Laurence and Ida Colman. With its graceful
home, designed in 1922 by Arthur Loveless,
the grounds remain beautiful, park-like, and
breathtaking. Over 2,000 species of
rhododendron and 80 varieties of trees
enliven the 1930 original landscape design by
Seattle landscape architect Otto Holmdahl.
Since purchasing the property in 2009,
Maryanne and David have overseen the
careful renovation of many older structures
and plantings throughout the gardens, adding
English-style borders for high summer color
and planting an enviable kitchen garden.

FREE First Exam! for new clients
*

A risk-free way for you to see the care & special attention we give to each pet.

Ask us about
VCA CareClub®
Wellness Plans**
Affordable nose-to-tail care with easy
monthly payments for every life stage.
VCA West Seattle Veterinary Hospital
5261 California Ave. SW, Seattle, WA 98136
206-923-3551 VCAwestseattle.com
*Free initial health exam for new clients only. Offer good for up to two pets (dogs or cats only) per household. Not to be combined with any other offer. Free initial health exam includes
status check on weight, nutrition, and general health, dental check, and vaccination overview only. Not good toward any other services including: any emergency and/or specialty
veterinary services; boarding; grooming; or any vaccines, medications, or retail items. Redeemable only at VCA West Seattle Veterinary Hospital. For pet owners who are aged 18 and
older. No Cash Value. Expires 2/1/19. Cashier Code: 700.500 **VCA CareClub® Wellness Plans are preventive pet healthcare plans and are not insurance plans. VCA CareClub®
Wellness Plans do not cover any services which are not specifically identified in the VCA CareClub® Wellness Plan purchased.
© 2018 VCA Inc. VCA Logo and VCA CareClub are registered trademarks of VCA Inc. or its affiliated companies.
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The tree-lined drive follows a gentle curve
towards the house. Just beyond the garage ,
step right into the exuberant kitchen garden
featuring raised beds with mixed plantings of
vegetables and flowers, and an English-style mixed border alive with color, texture
and variety.
Leaving the kitchen garden, follow the path around the west side of the house where a
rose garden is woven into the colorful English-style border. Continue to a sunny brick
patio and a series of steps that lead to an elevated terrace festooned with fuchsias and
other cool, shade lovers.
Stroll across the grand sweep of lawn taking time to consider the layers of color and
structure in the borders as they gradually meet a forested edge. Find a pathway leading
to a renovated bridge and reflecting pond where you will want to sit and soak in the cool
and calm of this magical space—a true hidden jewel in West Seattle.

WSU Master Gardeners will be on-hand to answer
your gardening questions and to give free
horticultural advice.

2019 West Seattle Garden Tour
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Serving Seattle
1960,
and 1960,
supporting the
and Supporting
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Tour
for 21Tour
years!for 20 Years!

WISEMAN
APPLIANCE

2619 California Ave. SW • Seattle, WA 98116 • 206-937-7400

A STEEL COMPANY THAT CARES ABOUT

THE ENVIRONMENT.
IS THAT AN OXYMORON?

As Washington state’s leading
recycler, we feel as if looking out
for the environment is our job, too.
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A Mid-Century
Rocky Revival
Sheri Olson

4008 SW Arroyo Court

Mostly wheelchair accessible; gravel paths; concrete driveway
Architect Sheri Olson fell for a
mid-century modern home with a
mid-century garden whose plantings
were nearing the end of their lifespans.
She wanted to update and create garden
areas to better reflect a changing climate,
a modern aesthetic and add outdoor
living space to take advantage of Puget
Sound views. Not a long-time gardener,
Sheri knew partnering with a landscape
designer (Land2c’s Katherine King) would
be the best way to implement her
environmentally friendly, lowmaintenance ideas. Garden renovation
began in 2017 and was largely completed
by the summer of 2018.

This climate-friendly xeriscape model of
planting requires minimal care and water.
It is organic, with a lot of permeable
surface area, and features carefully selected plants that attract birds, bees, and
butterflies.
The curving, gravel-mulched strip garden along the left side of the driveway is planted
with phormium, Russian sage (Perovskia), ice plant (Delosperma), sedum, grasses,
daisies, and two varieties of sneezeweed (Helenium autumnale (‘Moerheim Beauty’,
‘Mardi Gras’). It presents an exciting mix of color and texture. To the right, a slate-gray
fence sets off a collection of mounded, vertical and ground-hugging plants, in
combination with river rock cobble and gravel.
Just beyond the fence, a view patio has been created where airy pale pink gaura rises
above a water pot. The repeating elements of red yucca (Hesperaloe parvifolia), Russian
sage (Perovskia), and tall grasses create unity and color harmony, keeping visual interest
high throughout the gardens in all seasons.
Continue around the house to a cool, secluded terrace garden bordered by the original
rockery and rhododendrons. It is a quiet place to observe birds attracted to gentle
sounds of burbling water. Like the birds, you too, will want to stay.

42

2019 West Seattle Garden Tour

2019 West Seattle Garden Tour

43

4and other fun stuff 4
4733 California Ave. SW
Seattle, Washington 98116

Making smiles as distinctive as the West Seattle
community for over 25 years.
4722 California Avenue SW
Seattle, WA 98116
206 937 0600
alaskajunctiondental.com

44

2019 West Seattle Garden Tour

2019 West Seattle Garden Tour

45

Hey,Thanks!

Garden Notes

Please let our sponsors know you appreciate their support of
the West Seattle Garden Tour when you use their services.
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Garden Stamps
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each garden. One ticket book per visitor, please.

CE

Please present your ticket book open to this page at

YEARS

Photo: Nancy Wilcox

Raffle tickets may be purchased at Gardens B, E, and H. Sheila Lengle's

original artwork, Girl In Red Shades, featured on the cover, will be on display at
Garden E (4159 SW Orchard Street ) to be auctioned to the highest bidder.
Proceeds from raffle ticket sales and the art auction support 2019 West Seattle
Garden Tour beneficiaries.
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Two West Seattle experts,
here for all your real estate needs.

Residential. Condominiums. Land. Commercial.
SALLY HARDWICK

SHARI KRUSE

(206) 7 95-9097

(206) 650-0871

